
 There are 
four qualities that 
a National Honors 
Society member 
must exemplify: 
Scholarship, Lead-
ership, Character 
and Service. 
 In order to 
be eligible to apply 
for NHS, students 
must have an over-
all GPA of at least a 
90. 
 Mr. Pae and 
Mrs. Hunter send 
out memos to all of 
the eligible students 
and have a meeting 
with them explain-
ing the application 
process for NHS. 
 Students 
must complete a 
packet including 
what clubs they are 
involved in, lead-
ership positions, 
service hours and 
a submitted essay 
explaining which 
of the four qualities 
they best exemplify. 
 This year, 
the new inductees 
are Taylor Fritz, 
Samuel Brinson, 
Timothy Schneider, 

by Leslie Chapman

Joslyn Epperson, 
Annie Magargal, 
Brea Horta and Leo 
Combs. 
 “I was ner-
vous when I got 
called down and then 
finding out I got ac-
cepted was the best 
feeling I’ve ever had. 
When Mrs. Hunter 
told me I got in, I put 
my face in my hands 
and said ‘Oh my god 
no way,’” said junior, 
Taylor Fritz.
 NHS 
inductions were held 
on Friday, November 
22, 2019. 
 Inductions are 
a very serious cere-
mony, and the mem-
bers’ families were 
invited to attend. 
 To kick things 
off, the four officers 
defined the four char-
acters that represent 
NHS. 
 The of-
ficers this year are 
as follows: Amber 
Jack- President, Leo 
Combs- Vice Presi-
dent, Emily Schmitt- 
Secretary and Cole 
Cerchiaro- Treasurer. 

 In between 
the defining of 
each character, an 
existing member 
of NHS would tap 
two of the new 
inductees. 
 Once the 
new member was 
tapped, they went 
up to receive their 
robe. 
 When they 
walked up, Amber 
would discuss that 
particular student’s 
accomplishments 
both in school and 
service. 
 During 
the ceremony, 
each member lit a 
candle and an oath 
was said. After 
the oath, mem-
bers blew out the 
candles. 
 Following 
inductions, mem-
bers were able to 
take time to speak 
with their families 
and take pictures, 
with a lunch in the 
media center to 
follow. 
 NHS also 
sponsors the blood 
drive every year. 
 This years’ 
blood drive was 
held on Tuesday, 
November 12, 
2019 from 8 AM 
until about 2:30 
PM. 
 NHS mem-
bers checked the 
donors in and led 
them to an area to 
sit and read infor-
mation packets. 
 After that, 

the donors had to 
go to health history 
where their pulse 
was checked and 
they had to pass a 
blood test. 
 If they 
passed, they took 
another test about 
any heath complica-
tions they had had 
or anyone in their 
family had. 
 If the donor 
passed each of the 
tests, they were 
taken to a table 
to lie down and 
their blood would 
be taken.  NHS 
members stood 
close by to comfort 
the students and 
keep their minds 
off of it. Some 
members even read 
books to the donors.
 Members 
of National Honors 
Society are required 
to complete twenty-
five service hours 
each year of their 
membership and 
complete a service 

project. 
 This 
month, Leo 
Combs will be 
completing his 
service project, 
which is Wreaths 
Across America. 
 Wreaths 
Across America 
is a program that 
lays wreaths on 
the headstones of 
fallen veterans. 
 Leo’s 
fellow Riverside 
NHS members 
are helping by 
going to Beverly 
National Cemetery 
on December 
14, 2019 to lay 
wreaths on the 
headstones. 
 Emily 
Schmitt is also 
organizing a drive 
with Hearts of 
Skylar to collect 
sample-sized 
items to donate to 
the homeless. 
Donations for 
Emily’s service 
project will be 
accepted up until 
December 13th.

Exemplary Students Honored by Induction to RHS National Honor Society

The proud members of the 2019-2020 River-
side High School National Honor Society.

NHS members volunteering at their an-
nual blood drive.



Dates to
Remember 

by Jade Watson

What would you name the autobiography about your life?
 Teacher Mom  

What would you do for a career if you weren’t already a teacher?
This is hard. I’ve always wanted to be a teacher.  When I was in college I loved Art History. I wanted to minor in it, but I 
didn’t realize it until my junior year and it would affect my graduation so my father told me I wasn’t allowed.  I do love 
crafty and creative things even now, so I think something in the art field.  Ironically my daughter has said for the past 
three years that she wants to be an art teacher, so maybe that career will be fulfilled in her.

What advice would you give kids who are struggling in school?
Never be afraid to ask for help.  As long as you put forth the effort in and out of class, your teachers will want to help you 
succeed.  It is never our goal to fail you, but you have to be willing to really try and show your teacher that you are.

What makes you want to be a better person?
It’s very cliche, but my daughter.  Everything I do now is for her to have a life even better than mine.  I want her to have 
everything she needs to be successful in life, so I work hard to provide everything I didn’t have and everything I can for 
her.

If you had one wish, what would it be?
I’d wish for all of my “kids” (students) to be happy and successful in life.  I know how many face constant 
struggles and it’s really not fair to experience so much of what they have to experience so early in life.  I would 
wish for an easier life for them which down the road would lead to more a more successful future for all.

 The restaurant that I chose was O Rei Da picanha, a 
brazilian restaurant in Northeast Philadelphia.It is very clean and 
simple. It’s kind of small, but a lot of people go there and it’s 
always full
 There are a lot of food choices on the menu and they all 
consist of meat. The most popular dish is the picanha in U.S. it’s 
called sirloin cap which comes with rice, beans, fries and salad . 
This dish is my favorite dish because it’s juicy, has a lot of taste 
to it and is really good. There is only one waiter who is very nice 
and always there if you need him. It sometimes does take a long 
time to make the food because it’s always crowded. Every week 
that we go there we call ahead and place our orders so when we 
get there our food is ready to be eaten. The price always depends 
on what you get, but for what I order the picanha the cost is $22. 
I think it’s a good price for the quality and the amount of food 
that I’m getting. 
 I really like the restaurant and I would rate it a 4.5 out of 
5. I just wish the food wouldn’t take as long as it takes to make. 
When my family and I go to Rei Da Picanha we typically go on 
a Friday, Saturday or Sunday. O Rei Da Picanha is one of my 
favorite restaurants and I really recommend people to go there.

by Melannye Deoliveira

Senora Galdi

12/20
1/2 Day

Project Santa 
Student Vs. Faculty 

Basketball Game

12/27-12/28
Holiday Tournament

12/23- 1/1
Winter Break 
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How does it feel to get a perfect score 
on your SAT?
I think it’s pretty cool, but I would care a 
lot more if my grades were better. I know 
my family was proud of it though. It’s 
always good to make your grandmom 
happy. Seeing how happy she was about 
it was definitely the best part!

After high school, what are your plans?
I’m saving to rent out my own place 
while I study software engineering at a 
university.

What advice would you give for the 
incoming freshman?
Everyone else is trying to find their foot-
ing too, try not to worry so much about 
things. You’ll be okay. Just do your thing 
and don’t go out of your way to be mean 
to people.

What class have you enjoyed most at 
RHS?
Definitely Postell’s statistics class. He’s a 
great teacher, a great person and despite 
him telling super funny off-topic stories 
everyday, I learned a lot in his class.

If you were to choose three words to 
describe you, what would you choose? 
In my bag

Dylan Andre
by Jade Watson

 21 Bridges 

 
 In 21 Bridges, several police officers were killed dur-
ing a drug robbery. An NYPD detective is assigned to capture 
the killers. He then decides to close down all of Manhattan’s 21 
bridges, rivers and tunnels before the killers try to escape. This 
movie is really interesting and captures your attention! From the 
beginning till the end, it was so entertaining. 21 Bridges also has 
a lot of action, drama and suspense. If you are interested in cop 
thrillers and cop movies then this movie would be great for you.
 One thing, I expected more from this movie would be a 
much different storyline. It’s just a simple cop catching a thief 
storyline. In some parts of the movie, you would have predicted 
what would happen next without much thought. In this movie, 
the plot wasn’t that big of a surprise which, really was a bummer 
since I love to watch movies that have unexpected plots. Some 
people would also agree with me since that’s one thing that was 
such a disappointment. But overall, I really enjoyed the actors 
and the editing in this movie. I definitely recommend it for 
people that want to watch a cop movie.

by Heydi Yunga

 The RHS 
Marching Band 
recently came off of 
a strong year. With 
competitions being 
every Saturday, 
they work quite a 
lot. The marching 
band has had six 
competitions. 
Since they are 
almost always 
the only ones in 
their division, they 
usually come in 
second place for the 
competitions. 
 In all the 
competitions, 

they got silver, 
scoring about 70 
points each time. 
They performed 
the show, Jersey 
Boys, and put on a 
nice performance 
with only thirteen 
members. 
 The 
marching band has 
some new direction 
since they are 
working with Ms. 
Michelle Jacoby 
this year. Clarinet 
player, Jessica 
Sprankle says, “My 
most memorable 

moment of being 
in marching band 
is probably my 
whole time in band 
because I made 
friends that feel 
like a family to me 
now.” The drum 
major and leader 
of the band is 
Aaron Massey. He 
plays an important 
role by helping to 
direct and teach the 
marching band. He 
also helps conduct 
the songs that the 
marching band 
plays.

by Isabella Cortes
Marching to a Winning Beat



    

Winter FasHion Trends

College Preview: Seton Hall University

   The cold weather has arrived and people strive to cover up 
        in style. Keeping warm may be most important, but staying 
        fashionable isn’t too far behind. Attractively warm coats are 
        all the rage. 
 Northfaces, furry hooded jackets and many other 
fancy but cozy coats are very current and in style. The next layer of 
style includes pretty colored sweaters, comfy but cute hoodies and elegant long sleeve 
shirts. 
 Men often wear sweatshirts, long sleeve button ups and even polo sweaters. For 
pants, women normally dress in black leggings and ripped jeans. The mens attire in-
cludes jeans and a nice pair of joggers. 
 To finish off a winter outfit, women wear warm footwear such as Ugg Boots, 
Ugg Slippers, combat boots and even Vans and Converse. Below this, fuzzy socks 
give you another layer of warmth. Shoes for men include sneakers, Timberlands and 
occasionally Ugg slippers. 
 Although sweatpants are not overly fancy, they are warm, comfortable and     
  worn often. Sweater headbands and hats are only a few accessories that are both fash
  ionable and cozy.There is a wide variety of winter fashion, all designed to make you 
  look good and keep you warm..

By Gwenn Farrell

          Seton Hall University                                                                           is a great school located in New 
Jersey. This school is                                                                                      a 4-year school located in South 
Orange, New Jersey, which                                                                            is about 1 hour and 30 minutes 
away from Riverside. It is                                                                               only 14 miles from Manhattan, 
New York, which is around                                                                             30 minutes from New York 
City. Seton Hall University offers many majors and the most popular include nursing, biology, liberal arts 
and humanities. 
 Seton Hall University is one of the Best Catholic Colleges in America being ranked #28 out of 
#164. The University is also ranked #59 out of #299 for Best Colleges in Sports Management in America. 
In addition, it is ranked #63 of #790 for Best Colleges for Education in America. 100% of students are 
receiving financial aid and the average total aid awarded per year is $24,710. Also, 70% of freshmen live 
on campus. Around 94% of students are employed 2 years after graduation. The annual tuition for Seton 
Hall University in 2017/2018 was $57,090. This cost includes $38,400 for tuition, $13,502 for room and 
board, $1,000 for books and supplies, and $2,188 for other fees.
 The acceptance rate at Seton Hall is 73% and the graduation rate is 67%. There is an application 
fee of $55. An ACT, SAT and a high school grade point average are required. The SAT range is 1140-1280 
and the ACT range is 24-28. The University also offers a graduate school which is private and Catholic 
with an enrollment of 3,832 students. There are 51 graduate programs and 11 of them are offered online. 
Seton Hall is also considered highly diverse and is ranked #125 in the nation for diversity. Lastly, if you 
want to check out this school, there are 2 open houses coming up on February 16th and April 19th both at 
9:00 AM. 

by Maria Owens
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Advisor: Ms. Lauren Downey

 The annual 
powderpuff game 
was on November 
20, 2019. It was 
run by Kick Off 
Club and the 
admission cost 
was $5.
 The teams 
were the fresh-
men and seniors 
against the sopho-
mores and ju-
niors. 
 The 
girls had three 
practices on the 
Friday, Monday 
and Tuesday 
before the game. 

 At the first 
practice, the girls 
were split up based 
on their position. 
In the last two 
practices, each team 
went over their 
plays. 
 The 
coaches for the 
sophomore and 
junior team were 
Zach Sweaney, 
Fabion Ruffin, 
Ivan Vasquez, 
Louis Vasquez, 
Mathew Perry, 
David Clavon, 
Khy Moore, Danny 
Rodriguez and 

Terrell Spruell.  
       The 
coaches for the 
freshmen and 
senior team were 
Danny Devlin, 
Dom Kidd, Ivan 
Ramos, Rashawn 
Mcknight, Eli 
Goldstein and 
Jeferson Lopez.
 The 
powderpuff game 
began at 6 P.M. but 
the teams had to get 
to the football field 
at 5 P.M.  so they 
could go over their 
plays one last time. 
 For the 

freshmen, this was 
a completely new 
experience. 
 They were 
able to be in the 
game instead of just 
watching it from the 
bleachers. 
 For the 
seniors, it was one 
final hurrah and for 
the sophomores and 
juniors, it was a 
learning and per-
fecting experience. 
The freshmen and 
seniors won with 
the score of 14-0. 
 All in all, 
both teams had 

a great time. 
Freshman Corrin 
Estelow said, 
“We all worked 
as a team and we 
didn’t really have 
a lot of mistakes 
in my opinion. 
I did my job on 
the field and so 
did the other 
players.”
 A great 
time was shared 
by all to start the 
holiday season.

by Emily McConahay
Successful Shut out Makes for a Senior and Freshmen Team Win

 It’s that 
time of year for all 
volunteers. With 
the wonderful 
students of RHS, 
and the advisor, 
Ms. Lauren 
Downey, it’s the 
time of season 
bringing and 
joyful singing. 
 RHS is 
starting their 
annual Project 
Santa to start the 
winter season. 
Interact has been 
to the Good Coun-
sel Home, the 
Marcella Center 
and helped with 
a variety of town 
and elementary 
school activities 
this year.  
 Sam 
Brinson said “I 
like Interact Club 
because helping 
people makes ev-
eryone feel good!”

 Project Santa 
purchases gifts for 
families in Riverside 
and Delanco who are 
struggling. 
 They pur-
chase a variety of 
items such as: toys, 
clothing, gift cards, 
wrapping paper and a 
tree for the holidays. 
 When being 
told about the interest 
of the students RHS 
decided to get the 
students input on the 
upcoming season. 
 When Jaylin 
Nucifora was asked 
for her take on Proj-
ect Santa, she replied 
“Project Santa’s nice 
and a really good 
way to help people 
in need, especially 

families with little 
kids. It can be even 
harder when you’re 
struggling and deal-
ing with kids.” 
 Some kids 
say they like it 
because they get to 
dress up as Santa or 
elves when they col-
lect them money. 
 Other stu-
dents even had  
something to say 
about their advisor. 
Mariah Mendez said,  
“I see Ms. Downey 
as a role model, 
she is a wonderful 
woman.” 
 Families are 
excited for this time 
of the year and so 
are the kids. 
So stay in warm in 
toasty clothes and 
save that pocket 
change because this 
is the season that 
keeps on giving.

by James Mitchell
Tis the Season to Help Others


